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MISCELLANEOUS ANTIQUITIES. 

Mr. E. Hitchcock, Trinity College, Dublin, presented to the Society 
specimens of the curious objects, known to antiquaries as the Conpp- 
Ai)-&i|t (Comm-an-air) " arrows," found on the top of a mountain near 
Dingle, in the county of Kerry. They consist of misshapen pieces of yew 
timber, sharpened at both ends, somewhat after the fashion of butchers' 
skewers ; and from their form, appear ill suited to be propelled from 
a bow, or indeed any way used as missiles. However, an explanation of 
the term by which they are known, is supplied by the following com- 
munication from Mr. Hitchcock, which accompanied the donation. 

" With the view of giving the Society all the information I can 
respecting the so-called ' arrows/ I shall refer to my Bough Notes, and 
see what I have there written about them, and then add anything else 
which I may know about those very curious objects of antiquity. In 
my Notes I find nearly the following : — 

" Being near Comm-an-air, and accompanied by my guide, 
Thomas Connor, of Ardamore, I proceeded up the mountain to 
see the place where the arrows are found, and to collect a few of 
them, in addition to those already obtained from Mr. CLeary. The 
arrows are found scattered about on the broken and weather-beaten 
parts of the bog, on the fiat top of the mountain, for about a quarter 
of a mile all around. According to the Ordnance Survey, this place 
is over two thousand feet above the sea, at low water. My guide and 
I picked up 289 of the arrows, which I brought with me. Two, which 
I found sticking in, I believe, their original place in the turf-banks, were, 
respectively, 2 \ and 8 feet below the present surface. The arrows are 
-all made of yew, are generally pointed at both ends, apparently by 
a sharp instrument, and are very rude. My guide related many Irish 
verses about the battle of Comm-an-air, of which the following lines 
are all I could obtain relating to the arrows : — 

2lnn rub bo ty at> cac cju»ai&, 

2t)Afl A 3-CUjlCAO] A1J pU1)AT)0 £AO] WA C^Of, 

T/jie c|to]&c]b bAojTje AfceAC. 
Which may be thus translated : — 

'Twas there the hard battle was fought, 

Where the girdled sheaf [of arrows] 

Was driven through the hearts of men. 
It appears, that the warriors were so suddenly overtaken by the 
enemj, they had not time to open the bundles of arrows. The names of 
2t)eA]i3AC (Meargach) and f]ow 21)ac CuTbAjll (Fionn Mac Cum/i- 
aillj, frequently occur in the account of the Comm-an-air battle. — 
The word Coti)tu-Atj-A]]t, means the Hollow of Slaughter — a name said 
to have been derived from a great battle which was fought there at a 
very remote period. 

" The substance of the foregoing account has been already communi- 
cated, with a present of some of the arrows, to the Royal Irish Academy. 
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(See Proceedings, Vol. IV. p. 272). A little to the north of the place 
where the arrows are found, on the townland of Ballyhoneen, in the 
deep valley below, is a rude monument, named B6]tb-ijA-b-"piAt)T>, 
( Bord-na-bh-FhiannJ the Giants' Table, or Table of the Penians, of 
which I have a sketch and note. 

" The next notice I find of the arrows, is by Mr. Windele, of Cork, who 
exhibited several specimens of them at a meeting of the Cork Cuvierian 
Society, in the early part of last year, to the report of which I must 
refer you. 

" In December and January last, several very interesting letters on the 
Museum of the Eoyal Irish Academy, signed 'H.', appeared in 
Saunders's News-Letter. In No. 3 of these letters, the writer notices 
the arrows, and offers some conjectures as to their probable use. 

" In Lewis's Topographical Dictionary of Ireland, article 'Cloghane,' 
yon will find the Comm-an-air arrows noticed. 

" These are the only notices of the arrows which at present occur to 
me. I cannot, however, conceive how such rude and misshapen pieces 
of wood could ever have been used as arrows — but there they are, so 
named by the natives of the place, and traditions still existing of a 
battle having been fought on the spot. I think that by reading the 
old poems, relating to the battle of Comm-an-air, or Cnoc-an-air, as it 
is variously called, one might be able to find out something about the 
arrows. Some of the poems are well known in and about Dingle. Mr. 
Windele, of Cork, has told me that he has a poem relating to Comm-an-air." 

Mr. D. Byrne communicated the fact of a stone celt having been 
du covered about one foot and a-half beneath the surface, on the lands 
of Esker, near Timahoe, Queen's County, amongst the roots of large 
trees, the remains of a primaeval forest. This interesting example is 
formed of blue slate, and was preserved for the Society by the finders, 
Peter and James Dunn, farmers. 

Mrs. Purcell, Jerpoint House, communicated to the Society the dis- 
covery of two chalice-shaped stone articles They had been found 
by the workmen employed in draining the alluvial inch, which lies 
between Jerpoint House and the river Nore. One of these antiquities 
had been presented to the Eoyal Irish Academy ; the other Mrs. 
Purcell has deposited in the Museum of the Elkenny Archaeolo- 
gical Society. The latter presents a shallow cup-shaped hollow at 
either end, one of which is much smoother and better finished than the 
other. The material is fine-grained sand-stone, and the workmanship 
admirable. The dimensions are eight inches in height, and four inches 
across either end. The roughly-formed end seems intended to serve 
as the base. 

The Rev. P. Moore, in presenting a stone amulet, stated the curious 
fact, that, even to the present day, the peasantry, when obliged to sleep 
in the open air, are under the belief that they are safe from fairy in- 
fluence, if they carry one of these amulets about them. 



